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SERIOUS and FRIENDLY. 
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WITH REGARD TO 
The Cauſes of their preſent Complaints. 
Wherein is conſidered, 


The Nature and Conſequences of the late Diſ- 
orders, and a Touch by the way at thoſe Who 
may be made anſwerable for the Miſchiefs not 
only done by the Populace, but by the Military. 
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By a TRA DES MAN. 
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A 
SERIOUS and FRIENDLY 
ADDRESS, &. 


INCERELY afflicted with the cala- 

mities which at this juncture threaten 
the internal tranquillity of this kingdom, 
eſpecially the Metropolis; and which, unleſs 
prevented by a timely attention to What may 
be the deplorable conſequences, may ſpread 
themſelves ſo deſtructively over the land, 
that the evil will be paſt all human remedy; 
I cannot, 1 imagine, better employ a leiſure 
hour, than diſpaſſionately to expoſtulate with 
my deluded neighbours upon the preſent 
m_ of affairs. 


B I have 


vg al Rho that f. 63 agicles of human 
diert, as to take it for granted, that there 


As not 4 fingle perſom living, unleſs it may be 
ſuella wWietch, as by having been born and 
nurſed up in iniquity, bas every day of his 
dlife committed ſome crime deſerving of a 
gibbet, who will with cbolneſs queſtion his 
own heart, and ſhall: not only diſapprove, 
but tremble to think of ſuch bonſequences, 
AS have already been the reſult, and muſt 
i Rill-infallibly attend thoſe aſſemblies, Which 
he, without any bad deſign, may, perhaps, 
from very good motiyes, by his preſence 
: alone, add ſtrength to. Not ont out of 
_& hundred of. you, my friends, be Ye. Wea- 
vers, taylors, ſawyers, ſallors, £0g]-heavers, 
_ Watermpen, or what you will, Arc, after a 
little — EK ſo ignorant "as not to be 
convinced, that to gain, to poſſeſs, to en- 
Joy» to live upon the little you have, with 
aby ſecurity, there muſt be laws WOT that 
dhe x&tniniftration of tnc ſe laws uſt be vom⸗ 
4 miteed to the conduct of a feleQed few for 
the more convenient” diſtribution df them; 
| fo or if every body were adminiftrators; it 
would be the ſame thing as to have no laws 


at 


L #1 

at all, there could be nothing but anarchy 
and confuſion, tumults would. dwindle into 
mere partial combats, and 8 produce hoftili- 
ties between family; and family betyeen 
man and man, till at depgth the nation ſhould 
be depopulated. The executive diſtribution 
of theſe laws is veſteſt in Government ; and 
as that government, to maintain order, muſt 
puniſh as well as reward, there muſt be 
ſervants to aſſiſt and ſupport it. The more 
ſober and virtuous the people, the: fewer 
ſervants of government will be neceffary, and 
the leſs the expence: on the otfier hand, 
the more intemperate and vicious the people 
are, the government will: require the Zreater 
number of ſervants to ſupport it: The Peo- 
ple moſt pay for tbemz and thus our taxes, 


in place of dimvoilbing, muſt at it Jealt © con- 
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la, the days « of peace, i it is but 4 eros 
| expectation, that the troops reguiſite for 
home ſervice, ſhould | be few; and, that 
great ſavings might be. made in that a article: | 


but if the people, ypon Every inconveniency, 


— 


%% that 


( 4 ) 
that may be ſeditiouſly aggravated. into a 


grievance, will, inſtead of quietly preferring 


their complaints at the proper tribunals of 
redreſs, inſiſt upon being their own judges, 
and lawleſsly attempt to be the governors of 


government; if they will combine in riotous 
aſſemblies, and ſtruggle in vain to accom- 
-pliſh by compulſion, what their own ap- 


proved laws ſhould firſt regularly enquire 


into, and have a light proof of, before any 
remedy can be applied; Government in 
ſuch a dilemma muſt either yield to anarchy, 
or, in place of reducing, augment thoſe 


troops, which are ſo neceſſary to preſerve 


order, and maintain conſtitutional authority; 


by which means the deluded populace, far 
from obtaining their ends, are themiſelves 


the very cauſe of defeating them, by forging 
government to ſupport its dignity and credit, 


at an expence which might otherwiſe be 
ſaved; and that ſaving applied with œco- 


nomy to the very purpoſes which they) wiſh 
to obtain. Is thotio to Kids St 
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of freedom, bore ſueli evident marks of del. 
potiſm, as threatened the native liberty of the 
ſubjects, and in fuch à ſituation (Which 
thanks be to God, ; does: not exiſt at preſent) 
I ſhou'd think it no wonder, that the reſent- 
ment of a, people were rouſed to ſomething 
more than murmuring: but will any of ye in 
cool reaſoning pretend to ſay chat ſuch is now 
your caſe? Nay — let me aſk you, if from 
recollection or hiſtory, you can inſtance one 
example when a bad adminiſtration threaten. 
ed any atiack upom the! publio liberty, that 
there were not always ſome of the ableſt 
legiſlators of the kingdom, who ſtooch forth 
in oppoſition, and who were readyiwith lives 
and fortunes to ſhe themſelves! atathe head 
= an injured people; in defencei-of their 
rights and privileges ? But, my deat friends 
=. how different is the caſe at 
this day? Have you not headleſs, and heed- 
leſsly, proceeded to outrages againſt all de- 
cency and good order and Have already been 
the authors of miſchiefs, which Lam ſure 
ſhock your own honeſt ſouls to think of? 
Alt is true, one gentleman; and!but one, 
has been dreſſed out in ybufr heated imapi- 
nations, as the preſent God. of Liberty! and 


2 ye 


L * I T 
ye vainly fancying, that it is in his power, 
fiogly, to command happineſs and wealth 
for you, ye have choſen him for your pa- 
tron ] Be aſſured, my friends, I am no ene- 
my to that gentleman But I ſhould: eſteem 
myſelf the enemy of my King, my country, 
my neighbour, and to every thing facred i in 
ſociety, if I was to join with you in idolizing 
any one perſon. of the kingdom, at the high 
price of the public repoſe, without more 
ſubſtantial reaſons than I can yet apprehend 
you have got, for paying ſo much adoration 
at that quarter. Ve pronounce him, and 
indeed he arrogates to himſelf the PPMpous 
title of Champion. of. Engliſh Liberty l. 
I have with all the candour that an impartial 
examiner. is capable af, inquired into, that 
political conduct of his, which ſhould intitle 
him to that noble attribute! But it is either a 
non- entity, ot like the face of the ſun, its luſtre 
is too dazzling for weak eyes to behold jt |! — 
He has been a member of a Senate, whergja 
his and the motions of every other member are 
authenticated by undoubted records; I have 
examined theſe as well as the debates during 
the time he ſat there, and on the word of an 
honeſt man, I cannot diſcern one inſtance, 

whereby 


whereby he, more than any other member 
who ſaid, Ves, or No, on the ſame ſide 

with him, fignalized himſelf: as a hero in 

patriotiſm If Tam'miſtaken, (for I pre- 

tend to no infallibility, neither am I dogma- 

1 tical), I hall aecount myſelf infinitely obliged 
do any, the molt fanguine of his partiſans, to 
point out'the'proefs-of 'thoſe merits,” which 
to mhe' have” not. Heen "comprehenſible; I 

ſhall be Juſt as ready tte cohfeſs my error as 
I have bech to que ſtion the fact Mhere 
then, in ther Hawe of éandour, Are we to 
ſearch för 'the patriotic) merit of this Catu of 
the age P shalküt be, from that ifbtinied 

and ngenersas enrfwey which he“ ſo da- 
Hully þropighted'berwecithe natives on this 
and't other de" of tte Tweed; fd immedi- 
atdy 466," after ehe galant men f both 
natforis had 1 emirently Gthpeihra them. 
1 favs” ng fefs bye UNAnAniy than by 
| that Gravetg, in fb the inherent and 
uniteck focs of this EIn gern? Leske for 

a moment itits your Cnfeleflees; fd ff, if 
the'Seotiith trodps dil? not go Hand zin: Rand 
with the Braveſt of their Efter watts RA. 
ther the Hütels they 15, Fler duc Obtained, 


and | | 


> 
and: ſo- abundantly ſent home to us! Say 


jf, or not, any. of theſe Scotſmen, who with 


thei &arrer {pot of their nativity, have been 


ſo obnoxiouſly repreſented by your hero, 
were, at any time in the laſt war, ſtigma- 


tized by any Engliſh General or Admiral, 
with having fallen ſhort of their fellow-ſol- 


Giers in the performance of the great buſt- 


neſs they were jointly employed in? Say! 


were they more backward than the brave 
Engliſh to exert their ſtrength, and expoſe | 
their lives in every enterprize they were 
commanded upon? And, finally, fay'!- if the 
numbers who nobly fell in the field of ho- 


pour, or brought home the pityable, though 
honourable teſtimonies, of having done their 
duty, were fewer in proportion than their 


Engliſh companions? And then, tell me, ye 
advocates for Mr. Wilkes, where lies the 
merit of thanking theſe brave fellows at 


their return, by characterizing them and 
their country, with every mark of obloquy; 


and, becauſe you had no more immediate 


uſe for them, even inſtigatipg their brethren 
of England, with whom they had lived, till 


then, in the moſt perfect harmony, to deſpiſe 


them 


{ © )). 
them as the moſt obnoxious of Ab 
kiada and to ſoment ſuch n jealouſy between 


them as to tempt them to cut one another's 


throats: shame Shame! — Will any 
genetous· hearted Engliſhman approve of ſuch 
un worthycſentiments ?: But this, ſay ye, 
muſt bes all put to the account of a+ Scottiſh 


Favourite] Hard, very hard indeed! that a 


whole nation muſt be anathematized, be- 
pl one from their country had the good 


or had fortune, which you will, to become, 


25 you ſay, a fayourite! Is this your cham- 
Ppion S' Mer it? Is this your juſtice? Was 


itethe Scots who. made that nobleman. à fa- 
vurite 1. Was it the Scots who promoted 
hum 49 places of power and truſt ? Nol God 
forbid they ſhoud, a at any time, have influ- 


eeneerenougb in England to force a favourite 


upon us; but if by chance, without their 


interference, ſuch an event did arrive to us, 


let us not be ſo uncandid, ſo ungenerous, 
and ſo, vnjuſt, even if the great Wilkes 
ſhould {et us the example, to brand with in- 


fam the name of a nation, becauſe a 


favoutite came from it ff that: favourite 
e a: had uſo of of his Power; if he tranſ- 
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creſſed, g geinſt the laws of this free country, 


in the name-of juſtice ſtick to him; and if 


he has been criminal (for I acknowledge that 


Iam not ſo much in the ſecrets of the cabi- 
net as to pronounce bim innocent or guilty, 
but) let him have a fair trial; let no honeſt 


Engliſhman condemn, him or any. body. elſe, 


| T am 1550 from che PREP * . 
I have already addrefled you, for in the pre- 


ſent raging humour, you deny the freedom 


of even thinking to any body but yourſelyes, 


that you'll diſregard whatever, I may / ſay, 


and accuſe me, as an advocate for the hated 


favourite. But, truſt me, you are miſtaken; 
it ſhall ever be my ambition, as far as] have 


capacity, to be an advocate for liberty, for 
N and for truth. nd 
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11 is . ns 1 cannot 1 as 


en that averſion and abhorrence 
with which the Engliſh; have been ſo anxi- 


ouſly. ipcited to conſider the Scotch; and in 


which Mr. Wilkes! is better known, and has 


better . than perhaps i in any other 
buſineſs 


EY i 11 I 
buſineſs of his life: And if you, my a 


find no merit in tha " Tg ' Where muſt we next 


follow him in ſearch of it? 
article of General Warrants I- 


n to the 
There, 


there! blazes forth his merit! Had he Het, 
ſay ye, his houſe opened and fearched! nay, 


his ſacred perſon confined in the tower, by 
vittue of an me general warrant PLL "He 
had ſo; —— but be calm a moment, and 
let me aſk you, if you do not think, that the 
ſame meaſures; would have been purſued 


againſt any other perſon ſuſpected of the 
fame crimes, for which Mr. Wilkes had been 


cortiphaitied againft, to Government?” But 
the Miniſters, fay ye; were in the wrong, 
and the common law of England has judged 

fol grant it But as Mr. Wilkes neither 


made the law, nor appointed the judges — 


wherein; pray, lies his particular merit? — 


The laws of his country have condemned 
the meaſure, and have puniſhed the officers 


who: executed the warrants, maugre all the 
power and influence of their employers! Is 
not this juſtice? And can there be a more 


- pregnant proof that the people of England 


are . fe far, mn g under the rod 


— — — — 1 re nn —— 06 


( 212 IF 
of arbitrary government | 1 Mr. Wilkes, 1 
will own, was the inſtrument, and no more 
than the accidental inſtrument, of procuring. 
an explanation of the force of general war- 
rants; and although it be preſumable that 
he was not only excited to, but ſupported in 
theſe proceedings, by one or two diſappointed | 
courtiers, whoſe ſole view was to ſupplant, 


or at leaſt to raiſe a clamour apainſt thoſe 
then N adminiſtration; yet as it had a 
ſalutary effect, his conduct i in that particular 
conteſt would have procured to him a gene- 5 
l approbation, bad not his lying from 
the i inquiries of thoſe very laws, which, had 
rendered him ſuch ſignal Juſtice, carried, this 
conviction along with it, that W 
much the Miniſters might have been wrong 
in the forms of their proceedings, they were 
nevertheleſs under no miſtake as to Mr. 
W 's being the author or promoter of 
the ſeditious and impious doctrines imputed 
to him. So that in fact, this grand article of 
that gentleman's worth, which has been 
the ground-work of all the adulation fo 
laviſhly beſtowed upon him, can only be 
e to * by thoſe, who openly | 


or 
* 


(133. 
or ſecretly. ſubſcribe to opinions, which the 
laws, not the miniſters of England, have, 


adjudged as ſeditious and impjous! God for- 5 
give you, gentlemen, if you or any of vo a 


have enliſted yourſelves. under that ſatanick 
ſtandard, — — 


* 7 * * 
[ 4 7 1 


This de Cher ac then, having thus 1 


expoſed himſelf to the puniſhment which the 


laws have decreed to be due to ſuch crimes, _ 
he thought it fit to fly from this land of 
freedom, and ſeek refuge under the govern- 2 
ment of one of the moſt abſolute monarchs 

on earth, there to wait for that hour, when 

the diſtractions, which always attend a ge- 
neral election, might furniſh a handle for a 


gentleman of his active ſpirit to avail him- 
ſelf of the raging confuſions, to blow the 


flame of a party-madneſs, which he was 
ſure would be kindled, and to ſcreen him- 


ſelf from the effects of the law, by foment- | 
ing divifions between ſuch of the people as 
would be deluded. by him, and their ſove- : 


reign. In that project he has ſucceeded to 
A wonder! Hie has had the ſatisfaction to 


ſee his ſtandard, like other ſtandards of 
3 rebellion, 


8 
7 
| 
0 
: 
þ 
| 
j 
5 


. 
r ̃ ] ⁰ A ͤůꝛ!AA owes . ³˙ Q wuQÄ rb 


—— — . —⏑ 


( 14 ) 


rebellion, ſurrounded by a numerous, tho' 


unthinking mob ! —— who with the cry of 
liberty in their mouths, dare to refuſe to 
every peaceable member of the community | 
they meet with, the exerciſe of that native 
liberty, which is the inherent right of every 
individual! — who for proofs of the liberty 
they aſſert, pillage, plunder and deſtroy the 
lawful poſſeſſions of ſuch honeſt people, who 
deſire to interfere in no parties, and com- 
pelling them, whether their minds go with 
it or no, to illuminate at the pleaſure of the Y 
ſovereign mob ? — breaking, through all 
decorum due to the chief perſonages of the 
nation! And even ſtopping and inſulting | 
the , perſons of thoſe who, by the, concur- 
ing laws of all nations, ought. 49. be: d 
ue of crowned heads! — Rowwic me, 
ye gentlemen c of this mob, in this place, to 
alk you but one or two pretty home  queſ- 

tions: Suppoſe that a firſt Lord o Trea- | 
ſury, or Secretary of State, ſhould, upon 
any pretence whatever, form a cabal of their 
dependants, and diſperſe them with injunc- 
tions to force the inhabitants of London to 


illuminate 


75 
WT 
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illuminate their houſes, on pain of having 


their windows broken, and their poſſeſſions 


inſulted ! Would not you, my friends, be 
amongſt the foremoſt to roar forth the 


loudeſt cries of oppreſſion ! 3 infringed liberty 
and de e{pot! ſon? —Yet, if you will think but 


for a moment, you, cannot refuſe that per- 


| ſons of that dignity b have at the leaſt as much 


right to be obeyed : as you Again, which 
of you ſhould" read in 4 News Paper, that 


the Britiſh Ambaſſador at Paris or at Madrid, 
had been there ſtopt, threatened and inſult- 


ed by the populace, and would not with 
one voice bawl out, Shame on adminiſtra- 


tion! War! war Hence you may ſee into 


what dreadful inconveniencies you might 


plunge government by ſome of your ſo 


nenn proceedings. But, alas! my 


. 


much miſtaken neighbours, theſe are but 


flight ſcars, compared to the deeper wounds 


with which our, inconfiderateneſs have affect- 
ed the community - We all know, or 
might have known, that the authority of 
government, or rather of the laws, muſt be 
ſupported : how then could we flatter our- 


ſelves, that our r tumultuous aſſemblies, tend- 


ing 
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ing lo evidentiy to contter/ac the ordinary 
_ proceedings of a court of judicatute, mcd. 


in deſpight of law and of government, be 


tamely ſubmitted to? I oonfeſs that the long 
forbearance and patience of government were 


to me aſtoniſhing Nee of its lenitys, but, 


alas that lenity had na. (alutary effects upon 


our turbulent nie: the ſeclitiguß e endea- 


voüt of 4 Newt: er , * and tuch ike incendiary 


-writers, who have excited us us to L WAGES [ 


- miſery !' and maſſacte! Under the fallacious 
colour, that the moſt / fatal'-ebnſequentes 
ſhould never be imputable to us, have, to 
our eternal diſgrace, been, much mere, profia- 


God! the approved laſts of or our L 55 or 


91 


0 * * 


that duty we owe to ſociety l 
| Have been the diteful Sede WI it 
not, my dear friends, -be' ſhocking! tv the 
moſt. hardened of us, to reflect that our 
cabals have been followed by the flaughter 
of our fellow, creatures, and that according 
to our beſt hopes, our triumphs can only be 
; coſpleted 


7 May. 


at 


„ | See 1 of 26 April, and Crafiſman of 


"who Tere" by theic hands 


Ce 


completed by halters and gibbets — Think 


not, gentlemen, that I mean in any degree 
to extenuate the guilt of any ſoldier, who 
may have been, contrary to the rules pre- 
ſeribed to him, the inſtruments of death 
or wounds to any of the human race: if 
they have exceeded their orders, or if any 
officer has given orders inconſiſtent. with his 


duty, i in the name of juſtice let them, be 
tried, andi if found guilty, let them be pu- 


. niſhed.— But, pray, do not pretend to judge 


them yourſelves; allow to them, if you are 
the genuine ſons of liberty, the native pri- 
vileges of every Engl: ith ſubjeQ, a fair trial]; 

and ſhould they be condemned, 1 ſhudder to 
thiak (notwithſtanding all Mr. Neuter s ſo- 
Pphiſtry) ,that, the great and zuſt God may 
call; upon the original promoters and abettors 


of xiots, to anſwer not only for theirs, but 


for the blood of the unfortunate people 


af WO - 


Nor ſhall 


we, 1 am afraid, be leſs accountable for 


the many flagitious invaſions and 3 


K — — " 
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1 
tions upon private property, which have 
been; from one fatal example, perpetrated 
ſince our early appearance, by other no leſs 
turbulent affemblies; and to whom I ſhall 

now take leave, in a u e * to 
Added in a few! words. LEE 211 16 


0 Hin Zarb DAL l 1 DIUGHION 
20 aDk 11 becauſe: you | 
were collected into a body, ſuppoſe, that 
ye were leſs criminal in the ſight of God 
and of men, by the. daring attack and de- 
molition vou committed upon the property 


of a priyate perſon, than if any of you, had 


ſingly met that perſon on the highway, and 


forcibly, robbed, him Mi the value of hat 


Wa ES 


ed had caſt him ? | No, 5 ral 
more guilty, becauſe you. bad force ſufficient 


to baffle all oppoſiion, and becauſe the diſ- 
| poiling of particular property, Was aggravat- 
ed by a public robbery ;. for the public is 
always robbed when it is deprived, of any 
ingenious | work, invented to reduce the 


price 


6 * 


price of labour. M7 And let 5 me afk. you, ir | 


there be one amongſt you all, who has brains 


to contrive, and the means to complete ſuch 
an undertaking, ho would: tot conſider 


the reſt of his fellow workmen, as à parcel 


of thieves and raſcals, who ſhould babe 


conſpired in the like audacious manner to 
deprive him of the fruit of his W oe and 
1 bod 


\ 
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be 


DMT; hae dhe een alte coal- 
heavers, watermen, and now taylors, at- 


tempted to rajſe' the like diſturbances !— 
Pray, my frlends, do not Tons or other of 
3 theſe inſtances of diſcontentedneſs open your 
eyes to the unreafonable and unbounded ex- 
pectations 0 of ſuch lawleſs conſpiracies? — 
Let us, for example, examine the preten- 


ſions of the jourtieymen raylors ; = — it is not 


à great many years ago, that they ſat mem 
don well ſatisfied, with earning ſome a 


ſhilling, ſome eighteen pence a day, and 
3 at this hour, they, according te 


D 2 | | their 
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abilities, may earn, at;,the rate of half a 


crown a day, yet they are mutinous |.. To 


bat a height do you imagine ſuch extraya- 
gancies, i t unchecked, may arrive? Were the 


exorbitant, demands of all. theſe; differem 
claſſes, of, men to be hearkened. to, whers 


_ the funds be found to ſatisfy, them 2 


—$hould it Corprige us, after, all this, if ebe 
poor. fol Idiers, who, admidſt all th . he angmen- 


Sf IO 


tations o of wages, have ſtil been confined to 
the poor Pittance of fix pence. a gay, were 


16111 
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grumble, | and with arms in their, hands, 


become alſo tumultuous? What think 15 


11975 


might be the conſequences? Does not the 


jOIVGO 900 TUG 


: moſt courageous amongſt you tremble at the 


thought? Sure 1 gol and I. am afraid the 
whole of y ye, collected into one 1 0 5, with 
even a Colonel Wilkes at your 123 = 
make but 2 a very feeble reſiftzhce;” in defence 
of that precious >, berth for" which' ye Selig, 


in theſe days of peace, to be ſuch ſttenuous 
advocates 5 yet the honeſt foldier” molt feel 


vo les than the boch of you, / the gripiög 


8 effects 


3 1 a ; 


in, their. turn to. take into their eads t to 


i» 


reaſon to 


( 
effects of ſcarcity, /and Bass ät les! as ttidelt 
omplain— May ye not bluſh then; 
when you conſider theſe brave fellows, who 
have no ſort of voice ir framtng the Hivs 


they are ſübjected to, and Wo muſt every 


hour be ready at the rille of 'their lives to 
fight for your - ptopetty, yet that th ley cott. 
tinus quiet, hut ye, "With ültee er four 
tirnestheir" it income, aud who direQly, or ins 


direatly, Have 2 a voice in making the Jaws, 


are "conſpiring every moment 605, 56 m 
moſt effectually diſturb that peace elch the 
moſt affectionate off all ſovereigns wiſhes to 


\J 


ls earneſtly to ' entail upon you. F now 
buit © one obvious reaſon for the ſoldier's being 


210 $0 


as 10 much : a more dutiful ſubject 1 than 1 us, 
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who w ere porn to, the fame rank i in. life with 
him, and that i is, that 1 believe they are the 
only claſs of men who at this day have not 
been fo. monſtroully. debauched by the 
gromth. of luxury amongſt us: for while 
the meaneſt of. us cannot 29, morning or a af- 
texpon, without, tea, hot-rolls and butter, 


and 


M 
; 

; 
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ond every other mea] in our familics in pro- 


portion to that, the good ſoldier who has no 


other ambition than to be approved in his 


 oned, more natural. more. frugal, and of 
conſequence, more ſeuſihle manner of living; 
and if by chance he gets him a wife, who 
has been bred to greater daintios than he: can 
afford, ſhe muſt, not be coeped up and kept 
| idle, like 2 fine lady, » 28 many of qurs are; 


uo, ſhe muſt come at her dainties, at the 
expence of her on induſtry. Let me next; 


or argument's ſake, examine to hat a iſtate 


of indigence our prepoſteraus demands auld 


reduce our employers, on the ſuppoſition | 
that. we could force our complaints; taube 


hearkened to Huppoſe, for example, one 
of our maſters gains two hundred pounds a 


ear, which is a genteel ;attainmentofor:a 
tradeſman : and a taylor, a weaver, or what 


other tradeſmen vou will, who can alear, 
honeſtly, ſo. much for himſelf, may be 
reckoned, to employ eight or ten, hand 


Be] 8 Suppoſe, 
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Suppoſe, at an average, we expect an aug 
mentation of ſix· penoe per day, and if but 
eight men, this would reduce our maſter's 
profit dom ee hundred pounds to one hun- 

dted and twenty- ſeven pounds a year. 
Pray which of us would like ſuch a reduc- 
tion in proportion? Suck of us, who, let 
me fuppoſe; have at pfeſent eighteen- pence 
a day, or twenty-ſeven pounds ſeven ſhillings 
and ſix - penee a year, would have ſome rea- 
ſon to grumble, when we found ourſelves 
reduced to about ſeventeen pounds xhirteen 
ſhillings: And yet it is in ſuch proportion that 
you deſire to diminiſſi the annual income of 
our maſters - O thoughtleſs people becauſe 
it has pleaſed the Altniphty to viſit à nation 
with a greater degree of ſcarcity than ufual, 
and in which eommon calamity every per- 
ſon from the throne to the ſhoe- black (who 
in their turns, will, by and by, I imagine, 
inſult their employers, if they don't Pay a 
penny in place of a half. penny I) a calamity, 
I fay,' which muſt be felt by every body, 


our 


* 
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added to yours! 


K 
our maſters as well as ourſelves; will ye, 
therefore, inſtead of endeavouring, by re- 


ſignation, to appeaſe the wrath of an offended 

God, fly, in defiance of bis expreſs dictates, 

in the face of Government and of law, that 
ye may ſtill, the more and more, provoke 


him. — 


If ye were excited to theſe out- 
rages by any unavoidable oppreſſion, I would 
forgive you, — 


dearer! and to infiſt for it, is to inſiſt that 
your maſters ſhould rob their own fami- 
lies, that a ſpice of more luxury may be 


It is now with unaffected ſorrow that I 
muſt turn my pen towards thoſe honeſt brave. 
fellows, who are juſtly eſteemed the bul- 
warks of their country, the failors! a cha- 
racer for which I have ever had ſo high 


a value, that I hope they will forgive 'me, 


if 


Do your maſters, becauſe 
_ proviſions are dear, demand a higher price 
for their work? No! and if they do not, 
| ſurely they can the leſs afford you additional 
wages, that their own living is ſo much 


\ 68 ) 
af 1 erpotelste no lefs freely with them 
than 1 have dont with the other Claſſes of 


men; te whom 1 Hart already ſpöken; 3for 


indeed J big ic is ſubject of lamentation 
thatthey,” who in the general kriow ſome- 


3 thing of Gifeiplitie, And who: taſte both of 


the fwWeets and fours of government, ſhould 
have fallen fo fat” beneath their owh'chatac- 
ters as to pe numbered amon gſt the tumul- 


tudus I eſpecially, as 0f all others they have 
the leaſt cauſe of complaint; för be provi- 


* oni 'chedf'or dear, the allowance for ſhip- 
pia is almoſt” invatiably the fate, fo that 


heft employed they are certain to live Juſt 
ag Well' in 5% days as when proviſions are 
"At tile loweſt rate: and in fact the very peo- 


ple, whom they aim to diſtreſs, are thoſe 


Joch by, whom in time of, peace they are 
Oo fupperted, viz. the, Merchants! When qut 
of employ, (and that probably by their own 


faults) ng doubt the dearneſs of living bears 


1 _ upon them, and yet, no harder; than 
BRAT frank, f Ent but in ſo for as 
E — | they 
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they are accuſtomed to live better at ſea 
than they can now do at land; which in 
place of being any cauſe for their murmur- 
ings, ſhould rather be an excitement to hur- 


ry them again to ſea; and, that the Mer- 
chants might be the better enabled to em- 
ploy the greater numbers of them, by riſk- 


ing their fortunes on that uncertain element, 
they ſhould rather be contented with lower, 
than inſiſt for higher wages.— If the wages 
of ſeamen were to be augmented, the maſ- 


ters wages, and the wayes of every officer 


on board muſt be augmented in proportion, 


which would bring ſuch a load upon the 
out-fit, that the Merchants ſhould not be 


able to ſend their veſſels to ſea at all, and in 


that caſe, what would become of our ho- 
neſt Johns? It is, perhaps, that they, not 
being ſo much dabblers in politics as the 
other gentlemen to whom I have addreſſed 
myſelf, have, without knowing. by what 
means, catched the epidemical infeCtion ! 


They alſo want to reform the State, and, 


8 with 


CP. 


with the reſt, vainly imagine, that one man, 
without any other merit that I have been 
able to diſcern, than having. inſulted his 
King, ſcattered. the ſeeds of diſſention 
amongſt the ſubjects, and publiſhed or 


abetted principles of the moſt flagrant im- 
piety! they have been deluded, I ſay, to 
imagine, that this one man, as if. theirs, 
added to the force of the other diſturbers of 


peace, could veſt in him the powers of 
_ - King, Peers and Commons! 


— That then, 
— for the conſequence is juſt as:probable 


as the propoſition; he would direct, when 
-and how, the ſun ſhould ſhine, the rain 
fall, and the winds blow ! In a word, that 
by his almighty power alone, we ſhould 


all of us have bread, beer, beef, and every 
thing elſe, entirely at our wiſh !—— 


The devotees of this Champion will tell 


- you, however, that every detraction from 


his merit, and every allegation to his pre- 


judice, are mere aſperſions, promoted by 
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one or the other. 
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the friends of * Favourite, by ſome hire- 


ling, or a penſioner.— -I may, I will own 


to you, be miſtaken in my apprehenfion 
of things, but let me aſſure you, as an 
honeſt man, that I neither write for pay, 


nor from any partial affection for one 


party more than another. —— I never in 


my days ſaw the Favourite, as you call 
him; I have neither place nor penſion, nor 
haye I the moſt diſtant expectation of the 


I am a lover of peace 
and harmony ; I am a deteſter of thoſe in- 


cendiaries who promote diſlike between the 
people and their Sovereign; and 1 abhor 


the means by which ſuch incendiaries la- 


bour to weaken the State, by fomenting 
diviſions and animoſities between the natives 


of this and the other end of the Iſland ; by 


keeping up a diſtinction in names, which 
for the good of the whole was by the con- 
curring voice of the wiſeſt and greateſt men 


in Great Britain, united into that one: and 


5 that on; founded upon the moſt ſub- 
„ | Rantial 
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ſtantial reaſons that could give ſolidity to 


the moſt ſolemn contract; for J conſider 
the connection between England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, as natural as thoſe connections 
are which ought to bind the children of the 
ſame family to ſupport and defend the ho- 
nour and credit of it. —— If the children 
diſagree, the family will be weakened, and 
its enemies will triumph! As it loſes force by 


being diſunited, ſo it gains ſtrength by una- 


nimity ; like a cable rope, disjoin the parts 


which compoſe the whole, they may ſepa- 


rately be cafily broken, but keep them 


firmly twiſted, and the ſtrength of it is next 
to inviolable.- 


—[t is therefore, my friends, 
that I cannot gratify you, by concurring in 
the adulation you would compel every body 
to pay to your new patron; nor can I fo 
readily 28 you, diſpoſe my conſcience to ac- 


. quit bim of thoſe crimes of which his 


country has pronounced bim guilty, — 


Nay, whatever ye have done for him, I do 


not find that he has face enough, tho- 
roughly, to acquit himſelf; and his worſt 


ens mies 


TT w» 3 
enemies cannot charge him with having an 
uncommon ſhare of modeſty ; but if we 


may judge from that ſpirited, florid, and ſo 
highly-applauded ſpeech, delivered by him 


in the beginning of the term, at the Court 
of King's Bench, joined to every other ar- 
gument, by which his moſt ſanguine friends 


labour to juſtify him; I do not ſee that his 
exculpation, even upon his own, and their 
evidence, is quite manifeſt : it is the one day 
denied, that he was the author or re-pub- 


liſher of the fo remarkable North-Briton, 


No 45; and the next, it is argued, that if 


he was, it is unfair to preſume from it that 


any indignity or inſult was intended 'to Ma- 


jeſty, becauſe, contend they, every ſpeech 
delivered from the Throne, on ſuch occa- 
ſions, are ever conſidered as the dition of 
Miniſters, and may be virtually treated as 
coming from them! —— The firſt defence 


is already contradicted, by legal and poſi- 
tive evidence; and the other is the poor 
ſubterfuge of ridiculous chicane: I will not 


deny ; 


\ 
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deny that the great Officers of State, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe of the Cabinet Council, are not 


only conſulted, but that they even adviſe the 
matter of his Majeſty's ſpeeches: But what 
then? Is there any. dutiful ſubject, who 


will think ſo contemptuouſly of his Sove- 


reign, as to ſuppoſe, that he does not con- 
ſider and approve that ſpeech before it gets 


his Royal Sanction? And which of you, 


my friends, for ſome of you may (without 


offence be it ſpokeb) ſtand in need of aſſiſt- 
ance, to contrive and put into form even a 
letter, on buſineſs; and if after your name 
is once added to it, any difficulties, ſhould 
happen to ariſe on the ſubject of it; which 
of you, I ſay, will contend, that it is the 
perſon only who aſſiſted you to compile it, 


and not you who ſubſcribed to it, that is 
affronted by any irony expreſſed againſt it? 


If ſuch a letter has contained any thing con- 
trary to law, and if you diſcover your coun- 


ſellor, no doubt he may be brought to ſuf- 


fer as an acceſſary; but are not you, in whoſe 


name 
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name it appears, the premier object of at- 
tention? And can any ſarcaſtical ſneer be 
pointed at it, that does not directly mark 
you as a fool, who did not underſtand what 
you was adviſed to; or a nave, for ſub- 
ſcribing to any writing intended to impoſe 


upon the credulity of your neighbour — 
This is the ſofteſt way of ſtating "the fact, 


and yet let me thence aſk you, if that 


man ought to paſs uncenſured, Who has 
dared in either ſhape to inſult his King? 


As to the charge of impiety, what a ſhock- 


ing proof has that afforded us, of the dege- 
neracy of the preſent age, wich regard to 


religion? — 


In the days of our Fathers, 


it was for the moſt part, either a f̃eal or 


pretended veneration for religion, Which 


gave a countenance to moſt of the tumul- 


tuous gatherings we read of. But In theſ? 
days, ſhame upon us! — to deny the 


divinity of Feſus Chriſt, who ſuffered cru- 


cifixion to ſave mankind! and to treat the 


fſacred Virgin, his mother, as a common 


pro- 


„* 


high road to the people's favour! - 
was not ſo, would not every reſentment that 
rhe breaſt of an honeſt man is ſuſceptible 
of, be ſtirred up with deteſtation againſt Mr. 
Wilkes and his advccates; who dare, after 
the joint denunciation of both Houſes of 
Parliament, againſt that work of blaſphemy; 
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proſtitute! is reckoned meritorious, qd 19 


who dare ſtill, I ſay, mention it in every 


News Paper, with the ſlight epithet of 
a ludicrous poem! Hal but, ſay ſome 
of ye, who are rather aſhamed of that 
piece of amazing profligacy, Mr. Wilkes, 
and he muſt be believed, has at length 


refuſed that he was either author or pub- 


liſher. Mighty well! — But with the ſame 
breath, does he not avow that thirteen 
copies of it (juſt the number that were 
found in his houſe) were printed off by 
himſelf, or at leaſt in his private preſs! — 
Gentlemen! —— will you always continue 
wilfully blind? Would Mr. Wilkes have 


ſuffered that infamous piece to have been 


F | printed 


- If it 
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( 34 ) 
printed off within his doors, for he did not 


print fer hire; if, ſuppoſing him not the 
author, it had not contained his approved - 


ſentiments? Therefore, if in this caſe, he 


is not the actual thief, he is by his own 


confeſſion, at leaſt, the receiver 2. and AS 
ſuch, well deſerving of that puniſhment, 


which you riſk your reputations and even 


your lives, to preſerve him from! — But, 


my dear neighbours— conſider that all your 


caballing and all your bluſtering will very 


_ « little avail either yourſelves or him, before 


another tribunal, at which you muſt all ap- 


pear, and from the judgment of which 


there is no reaſoning. Think of this. 


recall your ſcattered ſenſes: —— apply them 


to your conſciences.— and open your eyes 


before it may be too late.— 


I have already told you what is as true 
as that there is a God in heaven, that 
I am no enemy to Mr. Wilkes, and I will 
pray that the condemnation he has provoked 


may 


. N 
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may be averted from him : but, my good | 
neighbours, I am more a friend to you, io 
order, and to peace, than to him, or to 
any fingle perſon in the univerſe: and if on 
theſe conſiderations I have been obliged, 
fer your ſakes, to expoſe ſomewhat ſeverely 


what ren bo have been ay errors 


Lee 


no hs 1 vu; 4 3 mh from a true 
regard to ved; Who, inſtigated by a miſ- 
_ zeal for the darling of every. Engliſh- 

„ Liberty, have riſked, with, , your 


| 3 the peace of yourſelves, your fami- | 


lies, and your friends; and have called off 


the attention of the Britiſh, Legiſlature, now 
convened for the expreſs purpoſes of in- 
aduiring into, and applying remedies againſt, 


the unavoidable calamities by which every 
degree of the ſubjects are at this junctuſe 


more or leſs afflicted.—— The neceſſary at- 
. tention of Parliament, I fay, has, I am 
afraid, been diverted from that ſalutary pur= 


pole, by being previouſly engaged to provide 
= 2 againſt 


( 36 ) | 

againſt the fatal conſequences which might 
attend thoſe irregular and illegal aſſemblies, - 
which even threatened the ſeat of law, and 
to which your ill-applied zeal had given 


\ 


ſo much countenance ! — 


I think myſelf, if any argument which has 


dropt from my weak, though well-meaning | 
pen, may have the wiſhed-for effect, and 
prevent the miſchiefs with which you have 


threatened yourſelves, by taking the lead in 
ſuch diſorderly, diſloyal, and wicked com- 
binations: for depend upon it, a Govern- 


ment which has already ſuffered ſo much 


contumacy and indignity, will not, with the 


power of Parliament now ready to ſupport 


it, continue to ſubmit to thoſe audacious af= 
fronts, which for ſome time 1 have been 
almoſt eil offered to it. 


* 


Permit me, gentleme n, in concluſion, tq 


recommend to you the confideration of an 
accident, which in fact cured myſelf of that 
very me apeten zeal for which * have been © 

blaming 


Happy ſhall 
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blaming you, and which excited me to deli- 


berate a little upon the different topicks of 


this addreſs— I was one evening, as ye might 


be, · diverting myſelf over a pot of beer with 


ſome of my neighbours: the ſubject was 


Mr. Wilkes and liberty! I was no leſs voci- 
ferous than any of the. company, in the de- 


fence of our champion; when a grave 


ſort of a gentleman, who was fitting near 
us, who had been very attentive, but never 
ſpoke a ſyllable, at length broke filence by 
ſaying, 8 Gentlemen, if Mr. Wilkes is that 


; worthy perſon every one of you mentions 


him to be, I ſhould very-gladly join with 
you in 'his Praiſe 3 but, adds he, I have 


| liſtened to you a long while, and J have not 


heard one of you touch upon a ſingle meri- 
torious action done by that gentleman, which 

ſhould lay a claim to all this adulation —— _ 
Pray, gentlemen, oblige me with ſome, or 
at leaſt one inſtance whey he has, as John 


Wilkes, Eſq; recommended himſelf by any 


real national ſervice?” It will ſurpriſe 
- 2 ns 
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you, but it is true, that although we were 


all his firm adherents, and ſome of us had 


actually voted for him, yet not one under- 
took to ſatisfy the queſtion ! At the long run 
I. who did not like to be of ſuch a number, 


all filenced, by a ſingle, and no impertinent 


queſtion; I, 1 'fay, laid hold f a News 
Paper, and endeavoured to find ſomething 
to advance from thence, at leaſt' from his 


own addreſs to the gentlemen, clergy, and | 


frecholders of Middleſex, from w ich 1 de- 
manded of the ſtranger - Pray, ; Sir, do 


Ns 


you. imagine, that a whole people can be 
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miſtaken as to Mr. Wükes? D Does not he 


here tell you, although in His confinement, | 
I hat be there finds the oh, remard * 


2 be atplauſe ef bis native country ! of a 
6 © great, free and \feirited people. a True, re- 
plied t the gentleman, he does fay fo — And 

it is not long ſince we were told from every 
News Paper, that all or moſt of the coun- 


ties or boroughs in England were to addreſs 


their repreſentatives in his favour: I have 


ll 


Y 


= | 


T0 1 
till now waited to ſee theſe addteſſes, not 
donbting but his merits weuld be pointed oat 
in ſome of them, but I have been diſap- 
pointed; and himfelf telling me, or atry 
other man telling me, that he is a man of 
ſo much merit, without giving me one ex- 

ample of it, can no more Convince me that 
he is a man of merit, chan his addreſs can 
convince me, that from one thouſand two 
hundred of the livery of London, a majo- 
rity of the Middleſex freeholders, and about 
thirty-four ſubſcribers from Ayleſbury, we 
are to conclude that he has the applauſe of his 
native country! of a great, free and ſpirited 
people! Are we from theſe, continued the 
ſtranger, to judge of the ſentiments of this 
great and populous nation? Wr, they are 
but as a brook compared, to the river 
Thames! In a word, we were ſo much 


— with the unuſual and unex- 
pected interruption of our encomium upon 
our champion, that we remained mute. 
1 went home, and ruminating upon what 


had 


( 40 ) 
had paſſed, I ſtood ſelf-· convicted bs much 
J had been miſſed, and was willing, by 
throwing theſe obſervations together, to en- 
deavour to open alſo the eyes of my neigh- 
bours. * 


Be wiſe—be peaceable - mind your buſi- 
neſs — and truſt your living, as an honeſt 
man ought to do, to Providence, and to the 


laws of your country. 
Farewell. 


r 
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